Parapharyngeal schwannomas.
Schwannomas of the parapharyngeal space are rare benign tumors arising from nerves located in the parapharyngeal space. Most of them occur as a mass behind the ascending ramus of the mandible, and bimanual palpation is important in ascertaining their exact location. The anatomy of the parapharyngeal space is described in detail. Treatment of these tumors is surgical through an external neck approach. A combined neurosurgical approach is indicated for tumors extending intracranially. Four cases of parapharyngeal schwannomas are added to the world literature (114 reported), with one extending intracranially through the jugular foramen.